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Many children come home to an empty 

house while their parents are at work. It is im-
portant for those children to know that they 
have a place to go where people care for 
them. That is where the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Las Vegas fills a vital role. 

Their programs engage young people in ac-
tivities with adults, peers, and family members 
that enable them to grow and flourish. Based 
on the interests and needs of the boys and 
girls they serve, clubs offer diverse program 
activities in five areas: character and leader-
ship development, education and career de-
velopment, the arts, sports, fitness and recre-
ation, and health and life skills. 

A survey conducted on the Boys & Girls 
Clubs determined that over half of the adults 
that participated in Club events as children at-
tributed the Boys & Girls Clubs to saving their 
lives. Eighty percent said they learned right 
and wrong from a member of the Club staff. 

While many Club alumni have achieved dis-
tinction in fields such as entertainment, busi-
ness, politics, and sports, the average alum-
nus is not famous. Most have achieved suc-
cess by getting an education, raising families, 
serving their country, pursuing careers, and 
supporting their communities. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas uses 
a lineup of tested and proven nationally recog-
nized programs that address today’s most 
pressing youth issues, teaching young people 
the skills they need to succeed in life. 

Nearly a third of the Clubs’ members who 
participate in the homework assistance and tu-
toring program are on their schools’ honor 
rolls. Most importantly, those children have a 
safe place they can stay while their parents 
are at work. 

As the Representative for Nevada’s First 
Congressional District, it gives me immense 
pride to recognize the 50th anniversary of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Las Vegas. 
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HONORING DR. JERRY PREVO FOR 
40 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Jerry Prevo and the 40 
years of service he has given to the Anchor-
age Baptist Temple community in Alaska 
where he is the pastor of one of the State’s 
largest and most active churches. Sporting an 
auditorium able to seat over 2,000 people and 
a regular congregation of 2,200 it is difficult to 
imagine the church’s very humble origins. 

The church was founded as the Bible Bap-
tist Church in 1956 by Missionary Don White 
who oversaw a congregation of 300 people 
until, in 1971, a young graduate of the Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri, was 
called. In just a few short years under his 
careful and dutiful stewardship, Pastor Prevo 
saw attendance increase rapidly, until there 
was just no more room. 

He needed to do something about it. In 
1973 he proposed to move the church to their 
present location on Northern Lights Boule-
vard—a magnificent 20-acre estate. The com-
munity needed a church, the church needed 
the community. Answering the call, the new 
building was built, largely, by hundreds of 

church members who freely volunteered their 
time and talents in an outstanding example of 
community-wide cooperation. It was then that 
the church was renamed Anchorage Baptist 
Temple. 

Pastor Prevo, always committed to the edu-
cation of future generations, saw the oppor-
tunity to found the Anchorage Christian 
Schools. Within just 5 years more classrooms 
and a gymnasium had to be built due to its 
massive popularity. Decades later the school 
and the Children’s Ministry Center consists of 
26 classrooms, a 300-seat gymnasium, library, 
music department, computer lab, and a chem-
istry lab over a 350,000 square feet com-
plex—all built from the community’s generous 
donations with no debt incurred. The Christian 
School now has over 750 students as well as 
a Sunday school, a preschool and all-day child 
care. 

In the midst of running a school and a 
church the Pastor Prevo took the time to pur-
sue a Doctor of Divinity degree at Hyles An-
derson College and the Liberty Baptist Theo-
logical in 1978 and 1993, respectively. He ex-
panded his community work to philanthropy by 
serving on the Board of Samaritan’s Purse 
and on the Board of Liberty University in Vir-
ginia. 

Today, through three radio stations, a con-
temporary Christian music station, and a tele-
vision station he can be seen and heard daily 
by over half the population of Alaska. 

On a personal note, Pastor Prevo has been 
there for me during some tough times. The 
loss of my wife, Lu, was sudden and painful 
and Pastor Prevo helped by offering the use 
of the Anchorage Baptist Temple and its ability 
to broadcast to a good portion of the State for 
her memorial service. In the two years since 
her passing I have come to rely on his spir-
itual leadership and guidance. 

As a result of his far-reaching state-wide 
community work and success in reforming and 
growing one of Alaska’s largest churches, and 
his extensive outreach in Europe and the Mid-
dle East, the Alaska Journal of Commerce has 
listed him as one of the 25 most influential in-
dividuals in Alaska. 

Dr. Jerry Prevo has always worked hard 
and been nothing but loyal to his community 
and church and I commend him for his 40 
years of service. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF ROSE-
BUD ON ITS CENTENNIAL ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the city of Rosebud, lo-
cated in Gasconade County in Missouri, as 
the community will be celebrating its centen-
nial anniversary. 

What is now the city of Rosebud was orga-
nized in 1911, receiving its name from the wild 
rose bushes that reside in the community. By 
1911, Rosebud had expanded to considerable 
size because of the Rock Island Railroad, 
farming, clay mining, selling wood to kilns in 
St. Louis and many other industrious endeav-
ors of the time. A number of citizens wished 
to have their village incorporated in Gas-

conade County, so they sent a letter to the 
County Court in Hermann. Within the year, the 
city received incorporation. Over the years, 
Rosebud’s population, infrastructure and eco-
nomic activity have increased. 

Over the past century, industries such as 
antique and craft shops, restaurants, churches 
and thoroughfare from Highway 50 have sup-
ported the town. Today, Finale International 
Tool Inc. is the top employer in the commu-
nity. The proud community of Rosebud is 
home to 378 residents. 

In closing, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the residents of the city of Rosebud 
congratulations on their centennial anniver-
sary. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,705,188,086,992.02. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $4,066,762,340,698.22 since then. This 
debt and its interest payments we are passing 
to our children and all future Americans. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEACE CORPS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 22, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 50th anniversary of the Peace 
Corps, an organization of volunteers who are 
dedicated to helping individuals build better 
lives for themselves by living and working in 
developing countries. 

Following President John F. Kennedy’s chal-
lenge to 5,000 students at the University of 
Michigan to dedicate two years of their lives to 
help people in developing countries, the 
Peace Corps was officially established on 
March 1, 1961. Young people throughout the 
country were inspired, and by June 22, 1961, 
Peace Corps Director Sargent Shriver had re-
ceived 11,000 applications. On August 30, 
1961, the first group of Peace Corps volun-
teers arrived to serve as teachers in Ghana. 
By December of 1961, more than 500 volun-
teers were working in nine countries around 
the world. 

Today, 50 years after the Peace Corps 
began; there are more than 8,600 active vol-
unteers and trainees working in 76 different 
countries. The mission of the Peace Corps 
that was adopted in 1961 still remains the or-
ganization’s mission today. ‘‘Helping the peo-
ple of interested countries in meeting their 
need for trained men and women. Helping 
promote a better understanding of Americans 
on the part of the peoples served. Helping 
promote a better understanding of other peo-
ples on the part of Americans.’’ 
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